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The main work of Cudworth's life, ' The True Intellectual
System of the Universe,' on which chiefly his reputation
rests, did not appear till 1678, though it had been ready and
sanctioned for publication seven years before. Birch, in his
meagre biography of the author, hints that the delay was due
to some influence from the irreligious and corrupt entourage
of the royal Court, naturally disaffected towards a book
' wherein all the reason and philosophy of Atheism is con-
futed.' But it is hardly consistent with the levity of that
society, alike empty-hearted and empty-headed, to trouble
itself about a production well known to be of the most
pondeious learning and stiffest metaphysics, and safe enough
to be flung in disgust from the hand of every tnfler in their
giddy crowd. More probably, the postponement must be
referred to the author's own dilatory ways; or possibly, to
some hope of giving it more completeness in itself; for it is,
after all, but the propylseum, or at least first inner court, of a
vaster structure that was to have its penetralia behind. In
spite, however, of its missing sequel, and the frequent redun-
dancy of its own parts and excursus, it leaves a perfectly
distinct and powerful impression of the author's own philo-
sophy, and of its relations, whether of affinity or of contrast,
with the chief systems of thought in both ancient and modern
times.

Both in its substance and in its form, the book was sure
to disturb a whole nest of enemies with or without sting.
It conceded too much to the Pagan philosophers, recognis-
ing among them the essence of Christian wisdom, to suit the
assumptions of either the rising High Churchmen or the
retiring Puritans. It placed too little value on the in-
stituted observances of religion for the former, and on its
niceties of dogma for the latter. It offended the cuircnt
cynicism of Society and of the Schools, by finding a Divine
element in human nature, which only the obtuse and profane
could miss It contradicted the exclusive pretensions of
both Church and Scripture, as media of sacred light, by
planting in the natural Reason an inward apprehension of